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DURHAM  RURAL  DISTRICT  COUNCIL 

(WESTERN  DIVISION). 


$9nnua{  'fleport 

OF  THE 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Durham  Rural 

District  Cotmcil. 

Gentlemen, 

I beg  to  present  my  Annual  Report  on  the  Sanitary  state  of  the 
Western  Division  of  your  District  for  the  year  1899. 

Population  (Census,  1891)  ...  ...  11,117. 

Area  ...  ...  r..  15,797  acres. 

The  number  of  deaths  for  the  year  is  191,  giving  a rate  of  mortality 
of  i5‘i  per  thousand  on  an  estimated  population,  a little  higher  than  last 
year,  when  it  was  14*3  per  thousand. 

The  number  of  births  for  the  year  is  357,  or  a rate  of  28'2  per 
thousand,  rather  less  than  the  previous  year,  when  it  was  32  per  thousand. 

The  number  of  deaths  of  children  under  one  year  is  65,  or  a rate  of 
173  per  thousand  of  the  registered  births,  or  nearly  the  same  as  last  year. 

The  number  of  deaths  from  zymotic  diseases  is  16,  or  a rate  of 
I '3  per  thousand  ; about  the  same  as  last  year.  Diarrhoea  and  Dysentery 
accounting  for  half  of  these  deaths. 
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There  have  been  ii  inquests  in  the  year,  and  6 deaths  were 
uncertified,  or  not  certified  by  a qualified  Medical  Practitioner  ; such  terms 
as  “ Natural  Causes,”  “ Paralysis  Exhaustion,”  “ Strangulation  of  the 
Hernia,’’  do  not  help  in  the  classification  of  causes  of  death. 

The  number  of  notification  of  infectious  disease  during  the  past  year 
has  been  75,  or  four  less  than  the  previous  year  : — 


Scarlet  Fever  ...  ...  ...  53 

Typhoid  Fever  ...  ...  ...  13 

Diphtheria  ...  ...  ...  i 

Erysipelas*  ...  ...  ...  8 

Total  ...  75 


The  number  of  cases  admitted  from  the  Western  District  into  the 
Houghall  Hospital  for  Infectious  disease  amounted  to  ten,  nine  cases  of 
scarlet  fever  and  one  of  typhoid 

In  April,  in  company  with  the  Inspector,  I visited  several  cowsheds 
and  dairies  in  the  districts  of  Sunderland  Bridge  and  Elvet  Moor  ; a special 
report  was  submitted  by  the  Inspector  and  notices  served  upon  those  not 
complying  with  the  Milk  Shops  Act. 

In  June  I inspected  the  different  rows  of  houses  in  Framwellgate 
Moor,  and  found  that  nearly  all  the  open  channels  contained  dirty  or  slop 
water,  and  in  some  places  filth  blocked  them.  It  was  recommended  to 
make  a sewer  in  the  place  of  channels  in  these  rows.  Some  privies  at  the 
end  of  the  Smokey  Row  were  in  a very  filthy  state  ; notices  were  ordered 
to  be  served  on  the  tenants  of  the  adjoining  houses. 

Two  cases  of  typhoid  fever  occurred  in  one  house  in  Pity  Me  (one 
terminating  fatally) — at  the  back  of  this  house  was  a large  cesspool  without 
any  ventilating  shaft  ; on  its  wooden  roof  children  played  the  day  long, 
although  situated  about  40  feet  from  the  houses,  yet  it  constituted  a great 
danger,  the  stench  from  it  was  sickening.  It  was  ordered  to  do  away  with 
the  cesspool  altogether. 

August  18th  I visited  Brasside  Cottages,  and  found  some  ashpits  out 
of  repair  ; there  was  no  drainage  to  some  houses  near  the  railway  crossing. 
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and  slop-water  was  thrown  out  on  the  ground  about  the  houses.  The 
ashpits  were  ordered  to  be  attended  to,  but  it  was  not  thought  necessary  to 
provide  drainage  for  the  houses  mentioned,  nor  was  it  thought  to  be  a 
nuisance  to  throw  .slop- water  on  the  ground. 

About  the  same  time  I visited  the  Old  Pit,  Framwellgate  Moor,  and 
found  the  open  channels  blocked  and  useless,  there  was  no  drainage  for  4 
houses  near  the  railway  crossing,  and  slop-water  was  thrown  out  upon  the 
ground.  No  steps  were  taken  to  remedy  these  last  evils. 

At  Kimblesworth  I found  open  channels  acting  very  badly,  having 
slop-water  standing  in  them. 

On  previous  occasions  I have  pointed  out  the  evils  of  the  open 
channel  system  ; either  the  channel  is  defective  or  there  is  no  fall,  and  water 
and  filth  stand  in  them.  Rubbish  and  soil  are  blown  or  brushed  into  them. 
Tenants  of  houses  adjoining  the  channels  cannot  always  be  brushing  on  the 
nastiness  which  is  trying  to  travel  along ; hence  the  everlasting  nuisance, 
aggravated  by  the  rays  of  a summer  sun,  A temptation  and  a trap  for 
young  children  whilst  at  play  to  pick  up  a few  seeds  of  deadly  diseases. 

In  August,  in  company  with  the  Inspector,  I visited  the  village  of 
Hett,  and  found  that  there  was  no  proper  system  of  drainage  for  the  houses  ; 
slop-water  was  thrown  on  the  ground,  privies  much  dilapidated,  ashes  and 
refuse  thrown  about  in  heaps  anywhere.  Directions  were  given  to  abate 
the  pressing  nuisance,  but  the  Board  did  not  deem  it  necessary  to  adopt  any 
drainage  system  for  this  village,  although  a special  report  was  presented  by 
the  Inspector  recommending  this  to  be  done. 

In  October  I visited  Croxdale  Colliery,  where  the  ashpits  are  very 
large  ; some  gully  traps  were  blocked  and  slop-water  was  running  down  by 
the  side  of  the  houses.  These  defects  were  soon  attended  to. 

After  this  I again  visited  the  district  and  found  measles  generally 
prevalent,  and  gave  an  order  for  the  closing  of  the  Board  School  for  one 
month  ; this  was  on  the  21st  of  October, 

August  the  23rd,  I inspected  the  River  Browney  for  more  than  a 
mile,  and  found  an  inlet  from  the  direction  of  Browney  Colliery  discharging 
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very  foul  looking  fluid  ; also  at  another  place  there  was  an  inlet  from  the 
direction  of  Littleburn  discharging  a large  quantity  of  foul  slop-water, 
polluting  the  river  for  nearly  a mile  below  ; lower  down  the  stream  cattle 
drank  the  water.  The  condition  of  things  is  the  same  as  last  year  when  it 
was  brought  under  the  notice  of  the  County  Council,  and  no  change  has 
been  made. 

A case  of  typhoid  fever  occurring  near  Newton  Hall,  some  suspicion 
seemed  to  be  attached  to  some  water  from  a certain  well,  but  an  analysis 
proved  that  the  water  was  good.  The  analysis  of  the  chemist  is  given  in 
the  Appendix. 

With  regard  to  scarlet  fever  amongst  children  in  Colliery  Villages,  a 
further  safeguard  is  required  ; as  it  seems  very  evident  that  some  children 
return  to  school  in  an  infected  state  on  recovering  from  the  fever,  and  in 
Colliery  Villages  the  Medical  Attendant  sees  nothing  of  these  cases  after 
the  first  fortnight  of  the  illness.  I would  strongly  urge  that  no  child  be 
allowed  to  return  to  school  without  a certificate  from  the  Medical  Attendant 
or  Medical  Officer  of  Health,  that  the  child  is  free  from  infection  and  is  in 
a safe  condition  to  mix  with  other  children. 

The  Houghall  Hospital  for  the  isolation  of  Infectious  diseases  has 
been  a great  boon  to  many.  Since  its  establishment  148  cases  have  been 
admitted;  of  which  number  124  were  scarlet  fever,  21  typhoid  fever,  and 
three  of  smallpox. 

The  Hospital  was  first  used  in  April,  1893,  from  that  time  Nurse 
Essex  has  by  her  care  and  devotion  to  her  work  made  the  hospital  a success 
and  gained  a good  name  for  it  in  many  households. 

The  mortality  amongst  the  cases  in  that  period  was  8,  or  a rate  of 
5 '4  per  100. 

At  some  near  date,  it  will  be  necessary  for  the  Board  to  consider  the 
advisability  of  building  a proper  Isolation  Hospital  with  all  proper  arrange- 
ments. The  present  hospital  is  only  a makeshift,  and  more  difficult  to  work  ; 
and  isolation  in  the  institution  is  not  complete  without  a proper  disinfecting 
•apparatus. 
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Connected  with  Hospitals  is  the  question  of  nursing.  At  Houghall 
we  have  one  permanent  certificated  nurse,  but  there  are  times  when  an  extra 
nurse  is  required  (whilst  writing  this  there  are  9 cases  in  the  hospital),  one 
nurse  cannot  attend  to  bad  cases  both  night  and  day. 

In  Durham  and  the  neighbourhood  are  six  Hospitals  for  isolating 
infectious  cases  of  disease  ; that  although  permanent  nurses  are  employed 
in  some  of  the  Hospitals,  yet  at  different  times,  extra  nurses  are  required  to 
nurse  infectious  cases  in  the  Hospitals,  and  a difficulty  is  often  experienced 
in  obtaining  an  extra  nurse  when  required  ; also  objection  is  expressed  at 
the  high  charge  made  at  the  Newcastle  and  Sunderland  Homes  for  the 
services  of  these  nurses  ; together  with  the  charge  made  for  cjuarantine  and 
for  travelling  expenses. 

It  is  thought  that  if  permission  is  granted  to  the  different  Sanitary 
Authorities  of  this  district,  to  co-operate  in  founding  and  supporting  a Home 
for  Nurses  for  fever  cases,  in  these  different  Isolation  Hospitals,  it  would 
tend  to  the  efficient  nursing  of  fever  cases  as  well  as  diminish  the  cost  of 
the  nursing. 

To  establish  such  a Home,  it  is  proposed  to  ask  each  Sanitary 
Authority  to  give  a grant  (say  of  with  this  grant  each  Authority 

will  depute  two  of  its  Members  to  represent  the  Board  on  a Committee  to 
be  formed  to  manage  the  Home. 

That  the  nurses  of  the  Home  so  established,  shall  only  be  employed 
in  the  Hospitals  belonging  to  Authorities  supporting  the  Home. 

The  rates  charged  at  the  Newcastle  and  Sunderland  Homes  for  the 
hire  of  nurses  for  fever  cases,  are  as  follows  : — 

I os.  per  week  for  fever  cases. 

£2  2s,  per  week  for  small-pox  cases. 


One  guinea  extra  is  charged  for  quarantine  for  ordinary  fever  cases. 

Two  guineas  extra  is  charged  for  small-pox  cases  for  quarantine. 

Travelling  expenses  sometimes  amount  to  14s.  for  each  nurse 
employed. 
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It  is  proposed  to  have  a Home  for  nurses  for  fever  cases,  as  well  as 
small-pox  cases,  and  to  make  a uniform  charge  (say),  one  pound  per  week 
for  each  nurse  employed  whether  for  fever  or  small-pox  ; and  the  doing 
away  with  quarantine,  and  reducing  considerably  the  travelling  expenses. 

Out  of  seven  Medical  Officers’  of  Health,  of  districts  near,  who  have 
been  consulted,  five  are  in  favour  of  a Nurses  Home  so  established,  and  two 
are  indifferent. 

These  Hospitals  have  been  established  during  the  last  five  years, 
and  the  demand  for  nurses  is  increasing,  and  some  of  the  Homes  cannot 
supply  them,  and  one  Home  has  refused  to  let  any  of  their  nurses  come  to 
Houghall  Hospital. 

I am.  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

EDWARD  JEPSON. 

Durham,  February,  igoo. 

Durham  Rural  District  Council  (Western  portion  of  the  Union.) 

Summary  of  Work  done  in  the  Inspector  s Department  for  the  year 

ending  December  jist,  i8gg. 

, Number  of  Notices  Number  of  Notices 


served. 

complied  with. 

Structural  defects  in  Dwelling-houses  and  Schools  ... 

71 

60 

Cowsheds,  &c. 

20 

20 

Ashpits  and  Privies 

72 

72 

Defective  Traps 

16 

16 

No  disconnection  from  Sewers 

4 

4 

Other  Faults 

10 

10 

Water  Supply 

8 

8 

Pigsties 

0 

3 

Animals  improperly  kept 

10 

. 9 

Other  nuisances  such  as  Foul  Houses,  Privies,  and 

1 

Yards,  &c. 

34 

34 

Samples  of  Water  taken 

2 

One  found  wholesome,  the  other  bad,  and  the  Well  closed. 

Houses  and  Clothing  Stoved,  and  Cothing  Cleaned, 
&c.,  after  being  infected  with  an  infectious  disease 

48 

48 

Schools  Fumigated  and  Properly  Cleaned  ,. 

I 

I 

T OTAL 

299 

286 

JAMES  MENZIES,  Inspector. 
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Durham  Rural  District  Council  (Western  District). 


Summary  of  Work  carried  out  in  the  Surveyors  Department  during 

the  year  i8gg. 

The  various  sewers  in  the  District  have  been  regularly  and  frequently 
flushed  and  disinfected,  and  the  open  sewage  channels  cleansed  during  the 
year. 

New  intercepting  sewers  and  sewage  disposal  works  have  been 
constructed  for  intercepting  and  dealing  with  the  sewage  of  Sunderland 
Bridge  and  Croxdale. 

A new  sewer  has  been  constructed  at  Framwellgate  Moor  for  the 
drainage  of  the  Board  Schools,  and  some  houses  which  previously  had  no 
proper  outlet  for  their  drainage. 

The  private  streets  in  the  Eastern,  Western,  and  Central  portions  of 
The  Avenue,  and  the  Southern  portion  of  Percy  Terrace,  in  the  Parish  of 
Neville’s  Cross  have  been  made  up  under  the  provisions  of  the  Private 
Street  Works  Act,  1892. 

An  arrangement  has  been  made  with  the  owners  of  the  adjoining 
land  for  the  widening  of  the  private  street  in  Hawthorn  Terrace,  in  the 
Parish  of  Neville’s  Cross  ; and  plans,  sections,  estimates,  specifications,  and 
provisional  apportionments  have  been  prepared,  and  notices  served  under 
the  Private  Street  Works  Act,  1892,  with  regard  to  the  making  up  of  the 
private  streets  in  Hawthorn  Terrace,  Back  Hawthorn  Terrace,  Back  May 
Street  (South),  Back  May  Street  (North),  Back  Alexandria  Crescent,  The 
Peth,  and  Back  of  The  Peth,  in  the  Parish  of  Neville’s  Cross.  Application 
has  been  made  to  the  Local  Government  Board  for  their  sanction  to  the 
borrowing  of  a sum  of  ^1,300  for  carrying  out  the  private  street  works  in 
plawthorn  Terrace  and  Back  Hawthorn  Terrace,  a Local  Government 
enquiry  respecting  the  same  has  been  held  and  sanction  for  the  borrowing 
of  the  money  obtained,  and  tenders  for  the  carrying  out  of  the  works  have 
now  been  accepted. 

The  terms  of  a lease  have  been  settled  with  the  owners  of  a piece 
of  land  for  the  proposed  new  sewage  disposal  works  for  Crossgate  Moor  in 
the  Parish  of  Neville’s  Cross. 
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Plans  and  estimates  have  been  prepared  for  proposed  new  sewers 
and  sewage  disposal  works  for  Auton  Stile  and  Aldin  Grange  in  the  Parish 
of  Broom,  and  the  terms  of  a lease  of  3 acres  of  land  as  a site  for  the  outfall 
works  are  being  arranged. 

Negotiations  have  been  entered  into  for  the  purchase  of  about  4 acres 
of  land  as  a site  for  sewage  disposal  works  at  Ushaw  Moor,  in  the  Parish 
of  Broom,  and  amended  plans  and  estimates  for  proposed  new  sewers  and 
sewage  disposal  works  are  being  prepared. 

Plans  are  also  being  prepared  for  the  construction  of  bacteria  filter 
beds  at  the  existing  sewage  irrigation  works  at  Neville’s  Cross  to  deal  with 
the  increasing  volume  of  sewage  from  the  new  houses  which  are  being  and 
which  have  recently  been  erected. 

Plans  and  estimates  have  also  been  prepared  for  new  sewers  and 
sewage  disposal  works  at  Wallnook.  in  the  Parish  of  Bearpark. 

Plans  and  estimates  have  been  prepared  for  extending  a sewer  and 
constructing  sewage  disposal  works  for  22  houses  at  Pity  Me,  in  the  Parish 
of  Framwellgate  Moor,  and  two  old  sewage  tanks  which  were  situated  too 
near  to  some  of  the  houses  at  that  place  have  been  abolished.  New  glazed 
fireclay  sewage  channels  have  been  laid  by  the  Framwellgate  Coal  Company 
for  the  drainage  of  two  rows  of  houses  at  Pity  Me,  in  place  of  old  defective 
channels. 

A new  sewer  has  also  been  laid  by  the  North  Brancepeth  Coal 
Company  in  the  Colliery  Rows  at  Broompark  to  improve  the  drainage  of 
the  houses  there. 

Plans  have  been  approved  for  the  erection  of  50  new  dwelling-houses, 
and  6 other  buildings,  and  for  the  laying  out  of  a new  building  estate 
containing  sites  for  108  houses  in  the  Western  District  during  the  year. 

GEO.  GREGSON, 

Surveyor  to  the  Council. 

Durham,  January,  igoo. 
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APPENDIX. 


Darlington, 

Nov.  iiTH,  1899. 

To  Mr.  James  Menzies,  Sanitary  Inspector. 

DURHAM  R.D.C. 


I hereby  certify  that  I have  analysed  a sample  of  water  marked 
Water  for  Analysis,  Newton  Hall,  which  I received  from  you  on  the  2nd 
November,  1899,  and  that  I find  as  follows  : — 


Colour  and  appearance  in  2 foot  tube 

..  Green  and  slightly  turbid. 

Odour  when  heated  to  100  degrees  Fahr.  ’ 

..  Earthy. 

Grains  per  Gallon. 

Chlorine  as  Chlorides  ... 

I '6, 100 

Nitrogen  as  Nitrates 

•0,576 

Ammonia 

...  ...  None. 

Albuminoid  Ammonia  ... 

■0,028 

Oxygen  Absorption 

•0,294 

Injurious  Metals 

...  ...  None. 

Total  Solid  Matter  dried  at  220  degrees  Fahr. 

17*5,000 

Tv/r.  -IT-  • f Minute  deposit  from  ^ a^allon  consisting: 

Microscopical  Examination  < 1 . 1 r j ® 

^ f almost  entirely  ot  sand. 


OBSERVATIONS. 

The  sample  furnishes  no  evidence  of  sewage  pollution  or  surface 
contamination,  and  is  a good  and  wholesome  water  for  drinking  purposes. 

W.  F.  KEATING  STOCK,  F.I.C., 
Water  Examiner  to  the  Durham  County  Council. 


TABLE  OF  DEATHS  during  the  Year  1899,  in  the  Durham  Rural  Sanitary  (Western)  District, 

classified  according  to  Diseases,  Ages,  and  Localities. 
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i)  TABLE  OF  POPULATION,  BIRTHS,  and  of  NEW  CASES  OF  INFECTIOUS  SICKNESS,  coming  to  the  knowledge  of  the 

Medical  Officer  of  Health,  during  the  year  1899,  in  the  Durham  Rural  Sanitary  (Western)  District,  classified  according  to  Diseases,  Ages,  and  Localities. 
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Notification  of  Infectious  Disease  ” is  compulsory  and  has  been  since  1890,  The  Isolation  Hospital  is  situated  in  St.  Oswald’s  District. 


